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blazed before the hut, the roast turned, and at eight o'clock,
whilst one of the settlers watched to keep up the fire, in
case any wild beasts should prowl in the neighbourhood,
the others slept soundly.
The next day, the 2ist of April, Cyrus Harding,
accompanied by Herbert, went to look for the soil of
ancient formation, on which he had already discovered a
specimen of ore. They found the vein above ground, near
the source of the creek, at the foot of one of the north-
eastern spurs. This ore, very rich in iron, enclosed in
its fusible vein-stone, was perfectly suited to the mode of
reduction which the engineer intended to employ; that is,
the Catalan method, but simplified, as it is used in Corsica.
In fact, the Catalan method, properly so called, requires the
construction of kilns and crucibles, in which the ore and the
coal, placed in alternate layers, are transformed and reduced.
But Cyrus Harding intended to economize these construc-
tions, and wished simply to form, with the ore and the
coal, a cubic mass, to the centre of which he would direct
the wind from his bellows. Doubtless, it was the proceeding
employed by Tubal Cain, and the first metallurgists of the
inhabited world. Now that which had succeeded with the
grandson of Adam, and which still yielded good results in
countries rich in ore and fuel, could not but succeed with
the settlers in Lincoln Island.
The coal, as well as the ore, was collected without trouble